FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
the peoples on the Mediterranean coast would develop
the gigantic power required to master the whole of it,
with its surrounding territories. Greece, handicapped
by her Eastward inclination, lost whatever chance she
had when fever cut short the dreams of Alexander the
Great; and it was Rome, placed as nearly as possible
in the exact centre, who by annihilating her only serious
rival^ Carthage, at last saddled herself, though sorely
against her will, with the task of expanding her
sovereignty over the whole Mediterranean seaboard and
its hinterland.
But to maintain effective sovereignty from a centre
over vast areas of territory becomes more nearly impossible
with each lengthening of the radius. It is like a bridge,
the strain upon which increases in proportion to the
square of its span, until the limit is reached beyond which
it is unable to bear its own weight. Merely to keep her
Empire in being, Rome would have to comb its resources
with scientific ruthlessness; the price of her peace would
be the life-blood of its beneficiaries. Not the impact of
the barbarian, but the anaemia and exhaustion of her
subject humanity, would bring her down.
No way of government was open under these circum-
stances but that of ruthless centralization. This was
clean contrary to the natural bent of the old Republic
on the Tiber, with its obsessive shrinking from the
concentration of power, except under stress of direst
emergency, in single hands. But not even the daggers
that killed Caesar could evade the necessity for a Caesar,
the single will controlling the whole vast machinery of
state. And no regrets for the old freedom could, in the
long run, preserve one least check or counterpoise to
the sway of this man-god, this all-powerful controller.
That machinery was the supreme triumph of the
Roman genius. Neither had anything like it been seen
before, nor, after its breakdown, was there any question
of reproducing it on a like scale, except in so far as it may
have managed to resurrect itself under a spiritual Caesar.
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